
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Showcase of  

Teaching and Learning 
Friday 13 November 2015 

State Library of Western Australia 

Project Coordinators: 

Maree Whiteley – AISWA Consultant: Humanities and Social Sciences 

Pat Kershaw – AISWA Consultant: Literacy 

 



 
 

Program 
 

  

9.00 -9.20am Welcome 
Overview of the project – Maree Whiteley and Pat Kershaw 

9.20 – 9.40 Living Waters Lutheran College 
Welcome the Stranger 

9.45 – 10.05 Tranby College 
Creating counter-narrative: The Global village   
Tranby College’s Mock United Nations 

10.10 – 10.30 Rehoboth Christian College 
Exploring Global Justice 

10.30 – 11.00 Morning Tea (Displays of PBL teaching and learning) 

11.05 – 11.25 Perth College 
Initiating Immigration Integration 

11.30 – 11.50 Chrysalis Montessori School 
Helping Create a ‘Just’ World 

11.55 – 12.15 Methodist Ladies’ College 
On the Move 

12.30 – 1.30 Lunch (Displays of PBL teaching and learning) 

1.35 – 1.55 John Wollaston Anglican Community School 
Sustainability in the 21st Century 

2.00 – 2.20 Hale School 
Changing Perspectives about Girls’ Education 

2.25 – 3.00 Reflection and Plenary session – Project teachers  
Closing – Maree and Pat 



 
 

Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

Living Waters Lutheran College  
“Welcoming the Stranger” 

 
The students who participated in this project were interested students from Years 6-9 who were 
able and available to meet after school one day a week. The students covered a variety of 
Curriculum Areas including History, Geography, English and Technologies. 

We looked at the 5 Keys to PBL: 

 Real world connection 

 Core to learning 

 Structured collaboration 

 Student driven 

 Multifaceted Assessment 

There were two highlights of the project, the first being the immersion day, “Welcoming the 
Stranger”, whereby students walked in the shoes of a refugee arriving at Kakuma Refugee Camp 
and completed a number of activities that the refugees would need to do when they arrived, for 
example, registering, collecting food and collecting water, making a ‘long drop loo’, creating a 
shelter with limited resources and, for the children, making something to play with, in this instance 
a soccer ball with paper and elastic bands. 

The second highlight was putting together a movie about how students, as individuals in a small 
community, could “Welcome Strangers” into their environment - 
simple ways such as with a smile. 

Leanne Winter 
Humanities/English Teacher  
 

 

  



 
 

Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

Tranby College  
“Creating counter-narrative: The Global village” 

Tranby College’s Mock United Nations 
 

The driving question of this project was open-ended, fostering an atmosphere of creative and 
critical thinking amongst our students. We sparked student interest in this project by allowing 
the students to create their own content through the choosing of their own country selection to 
research and role-play on the United Nations Day.  
Knowing and understanding the Syrian crisis, as an example, from the perspective of many 
countries has helped shaped our students’ knowledge and understanding about the world they 
live in.  

 

Emma Stachowicz - Dean of Teaching & Learning – Humanities 
Jennifer Florance – English & Humanities Teacher  

 

 



 
 

                      Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

                 Rehoboth Christian College 
                                             “Exploring Global Justice” 

 
Our learning extension class (LEX@R) students are drawn from Years 7 and 8. They meet for a three 
period block every week, with an emphasis on the General Capabilities, particularly Critical and 
Creative thinking, problem solving and team work. The students have a great interest in discussion 
and debate but do not necessarily possess the skills to research and structure an inquiry. This 
project enabled the class to explore issues of global justice and practise their research skills while 
thinking critically. The creative outcome was in producing an informed and persuasive digital text 
about a specific global issue. It was also an opportunity to integrate some of our biblical 
understandings into a real world context and join a broader discussion about ethical behaviour and 
“taking action” as a member of humanity.  

Rachel Dalais 
LEX@R teacher and Bible Studies 
 

 

 

  

 



 
 

Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

Perth College 
“Initiating Immigration Integration” 

 
Authentic learning is real-life learning that encourages students to create useful products that can 
be shared with their community and their world. The rich process allows students to engage all 
the senses and create a useful, meaningful, shared outcome. The learning focuses on the quality 
of process and innovation. The Year 6 students at Perth College were presented with an issue that 
is prevalent in countries around the globe: people immigrating to a new country and trying to 
integrate themselves into their new lives. The students collaborated in small groups to explore the 
problems these people would face immigrating to Australia and create solutions, presenting these 
as a digital package with the intention of assisting immigrants in their new country.  

The idea for the title of our project, ‘Initiating Immigration Integration’ (with a symbol of an eye and 
the number 3 above it), represents the three I’s or eye cubed! It also represents the students 
looking at the ‘problem’ from different perspectives and seeing different solutions.  

Bek Duyckers and Madeline Lynam 
Year Six Teachers 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     



 
 

Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

Chrysalis Montessori School 
“Helping Create a ‘Just’ World” 

 
My class is a multi-age, Year 4/5/6 class. We have been learning about global action from a 
geographical perspective and exploring what makes our world liveable.  We reviewed the 
meaning of child rights and then compared Australia to many other countries, examining different 
problems and how often those problems are multilayered and complex. In small groups, the 
students designed ‘infomercials', highlighting an issue they felt passionate about. This led to a 
whole-school fundraising project. The students assisted the other year groups to make tie-dyed t-
shirts and bags to sell.  The charity to receive the funds will be chosen by the students themselves 
as a direct result of their ability to debate/argue their perspective,  highlighting that society needs 
to make wise choices with limited funding when ‘taking action’ to assist others. 
Denise Murray – Year 5/6 teacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

                      Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

                   Methodist Ladies’ College 
                                                          “On the Move” 

 
Our four Year 6 classes adopted a design thinking, inquiry process focussed on migration. The 
students immersed themselves in the issues surrounding migration. Through this process, during 
English, Maths and History, they were able to identify a specific problem facing migrants. Once the 
students had identified a key problem that interested them, they came up with their own solutions 
to that particular problem. 

Students then became ‘champions' for their own solution. They researched their solutions to 
identify any issues arising and utilised their research to further develop their solution. Next, they 
created a prototype through an iterative critical feedback process and finally, pitched the 
worthiness of their idea/prototype to an audience of their peers. 

Through this Problem Based Learning (PBL) approach, the students developed a deeper 
understanding of the problems facing migrants and became articulate at presenting the problems 
and a range of well-researched, possible solutions to these problems. 

Louise Kennedy, Lucy Nippierd, Colin Fallon and Jodie Spencer                  

 Year 6 teachers 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                   Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

    John Wollaston Anglican Community School 
                                    “Sustainability in the 21st Century” 

 
As an IB PYP **World School, John Wollaston follows an inquiry approach through all of our teaching 
and learning. The Year 6 students explored a “How the World Works” inquiry in Term 3. Our Central 
Idea was “Sustainable living attempts to reduce society’s impact on natural resources”. Focusing on 
the core skills outlined in the Australian Curriculum Geography, Technologies and Science, students 
planned and designed sustainable towns that would be situated in developing countries. This unit of 
inquiry was a perfect platform into our PYP Exhibition, which our Year 6 students are currently 
undertaking. Many students are inquiring into global issues that follow on from our Term 3 inquiry. 
The Exhibition will demonstrate student-centred learning throughout the 5 stages of inquiry, ensuring 
they are identifying, investigating and offering solutions to real life issues. 

Glyn Teape, Sheree Hancock. Zayja Monteleone – Year 6 teachers 

 

** The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) is for 
students aged 3-12. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

                   Taking Action: Students as Global Citizens 

                                         Hale School 
                    “Changing Perspectives about Girls’ Education” 

 
This project ran as a curriculum extension session with a small group of Years 5 and 6 students, after 
school, once a week. Currently, the Hale School spotlight is on fostering 21stt Century skills to further 
develop students’ critical and ethical thinking. These thinking and learning skills, in addition to 
intercultural understanding, became a fundamental feature of this inquiry process and project.  

Using the ‘Community of Inquiry’ process, we began by focusing on the Declaration of Human Rights, 
which led us to a key inquiry question: Are we all really born free? With further discussion, our question 
expanded to focus on factors that influence freedom. Both money and access to education for all 
were highlighted in this discussion and the boys unanimously decided that gender equality and 
access to education was a number one deciding factor that could influence freedom. 

Chantelle Savage  

Year 5 teacher; Year 5/6 extension 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

An active website of teacher resources was set up at the beginning of 

this project to assist the teachers involved in the Taking Action 

Professional Learning Project. Consisting of a range of online 

resources, the Global Citizenship ‘website of websites’ supports many 

aspects of the Australian Curriculum however, the focus is the Ethical 

Understanding General Capability through Project (or Problem) Based 

Learning (PBL). 

You can explore this free resource at                          

www.scoop.it/t/global-citizenship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank you for your interest and attendance today at this AISWA professional 
learning workshop. Any further enquiries or feedback about the project, please 
contact: 
                 Maree Whiteley mwhiteley@ais.wa.edu.au and/or  
                 Pat Kershaw pkershaw@ais.wa.edu.au 
Special thanks to AISWA Staff members: Jan Clarke (ICT Consultant) and Meika 
Birch-Davies (Online Project Officer) for their technological expertise and ongoing 
support during this project. 
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